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Using the writings of the seventeenth-century genius Blaise Pascal as a central guide, Morris

explores the nature of faith, reason, and the meaning of life. His lucid reflections provide fresh,

fertile insights and perspectives for any thoughtful person journeying through life.
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While teaching philosophy at Notre Dame Thomas V. Morris published some books which reward

careful study. I know little about him, though he was reared in the South, involved in Campus

Crusade for Christ, graduated from the University of North Carolina, and took advanced degrees

from Yale University. He brings to his works a refreshing enthusiasm and scholarly richness which

rewards his readers and reminds us that solid Christian thinkers of the first rank still flourish. Making

Sense of It All: Pascal and the Meaning of Life (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing

Company, c. 1992) is the most accessible of the publications I've read. "When you stop to think

about it," he says, "life can be very confusing" (p. 1). Given that reality, we need good guides to

show us how we should live. Blaise Pascal, Morris insists, is one of the greatest guides, attuned to



our concerns though he lived 350 years ago. Pascal was, of course, one of the most brilliant

thinkers in human history. Making original contributions in mathematics (on his own he replicated

Euclid's geometry at the age of twelve and wrote a ground-breaking treatise on conic sections four

years later) and science (inventing the first calculating machine, the forerunner of today's

computers), he became a fixture of France's intelligentsia. Then, "on the night of November 23,

1654, at the age of thirty-one, Pascal had a profound and deeply moving mystical experience that

dramatically turned him around, reorienting all his priorities" (p. 9). He met God. He met the God of

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob . . . God the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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